
What we believe 
 

Point 

#1 

We are well into the 21st century, but many 
children still don't have access to a quality 
education. This must change because…  

…education is single most 
effective way to get out of 
poverty, as it develops the 
abilities, self-esteem, judgment, 
and sense of responsibility 
necessary to make wise 
decisions in life. 

Point 

#2 

 

 

Point 

#3 

Communities should be in control of 
their own solutions to improve 
education, but often the most 
successful changes come through 
partnerships. 

Schools are in a special position to help 
other schools, because of our rich human 
resources, and because of our common goals 
and experience. 

Point 

#4 

Point #5 

Working within a network, together with 
experienced and knowledgeable non-
governmental organizations, allows us to 
share what we have done and learn from 
each other. 

 

Point 

#6 

Relationships we make 
today build empathy, 
promote a global 
perspective, and influence 
tomorrow’s new 
generation of leaders. 

 



 

What we aim to do 
 

Schools to Schools 
network members 
work together with 
NGOs to connect 
with communities,  

 

 

in order to improve 
access to a 
quality education, 
while deepening 
intercultural 
awareness, 

and encouraging 
the whole school 
community to be 
actively and 
personally 
involved,  

 



How we act 
STS schools follow these guiding principles: 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members strive to involve their school 
community—and particularly the student body—as actively as 
possible in cultivating partnerships between schools through regular 
letters, photographs, fundraisers, school visits, web-based work, 
exchanges, and other forms of action.  
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members agree to work only with 
reputable, non-partisan, non-governmental organizations that have 
comprehensive and well-documented means of establishing need and 
handling the disbursement of assistance, as well as the capacity to carry 
out efficiently inter-school communication. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members respect and support the local 
community's educational autonomy, working hand in hand with the 
community or school administration, secure in the belief that social welfare 
and progress will best evolve within the framework of local traditions and 
cultural values.  
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members commit themselves to 
improving teaching practice some respect wherever possible.  
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members promote equality in regard to 
educational access, and demonstrate commitment to inclusive 
education in their projects, in line with the goals outlined in the UN 
Millennium Development Goals' "Education for All" philosophy.  
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members foster self-sufficiency, 
utilising material assistance chiefly as a means of furthering a school 
community's independent sustained development. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members, while having the right to hold 
particular political opinions or religious beliefs, affirm that assistance will 
not be dependent on others holding those opinions or beliefs.  
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members diligently seek to share 
information, resources, and experience with other schools so as to 
ensure consistency throughout the network. 



The fine print 
STS schools agree to follow these conditions in order to participate in the network: 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members will adhere to IBO Schools to Schools "Rules 
for Operation," and observe all STS guidelines for establishing need, material assistance, 
and communication.  
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members commit themselves to using their best endeavors 
to carry out all projects that they formally commit to support. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members agree never to overdevelop any school to the 
detriment of the other schools in the district (in terms of resources and infrastructure, 
etc.), and to be sensitive to how their actions may impact on the neighbouring schools and 
communities. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members agree never to send money directly to any 
school. All material assistance-including all communication regarding material assistance-
must go through an established NGO and/or the STS office. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members agree to keep the STS office informed about 
their projects, particularly in regard to material assistance and school visits. The STS Office 
must be notified prior to any visit being undertaken. 
 
ScScScSchools to Schoolshools to Schoolshools to Schoolshools to Schools network members ensure the security of all participants involved 
at all times, and avoid all unnecessary risk when traveling. STS Schools undertake to make 
informed decisions regarding travel and safety (e.g., by obtaining travel advice from relevant 
national authorities); they also agree to notify the STS Office of planned trips in advance. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members agree to register their undertakings with the 
STS office, in order to monitor compliance with STS guidelines, and to facilitate 
transparency, accountability and the protection of all stakeholders. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members must appoint an STS representative to 
coordinate STS at the school, and to liaise with the STS office. 
    

Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members must have the official backing of their school's 
administration and governance body. 
 
Schools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to SchoolsSchools to Schools network members agree to share information about activity on the 
schoolstoschools.org Web site, and provide an annual financial report of their STS activity 
to the IBO. 
 
Please read the STS Conditions for Participation for a full listing 
of all regulations governing STS network members. 


