Westwood High School
Site-Based Advisory Committee

Monday, March 1, 2010
5:00 p.m., Room 103
Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m.
Committee members attending were: 
Becky Donald, Kathy Gregg, Judith Kemp, Kristine Keel, Shelly Kirkgard, Cathy Swofford, MilyBett Llanos-Gremillion, and Christina Taylor 

Welcome:

Ms. Donald welcomed everyone to the meeting and expressed how delighted she was to share so many accomplishments by Westwood students and staff. 
Celebrations:
· Swimmers go to State
· DECA goes to Internationals

· Art takes top honors

· Choir ranks high

· Destination Imagination from all the high schools were great

· One of our students made the U.S. Physics team

· Science Fair goes to State

· Teacher of the Year is Liz Davis, English Dept. Chair

· We are ready for TAKS and have minimal re-testers

So much success is happening at Westwood. 
Excellence Fund:
Every Site-Based Committee member was provided with a print out of the Excellence Fund Donations as well as a print out of requests from the teachers for the spring semester.
RRISD requires that the budget be closed by March 30th, therefore, purchase orders have to be entered before that deadline.

Due to the deadline approaching, Becky suggested that a sub-committee be formed to review the Excellence Fund requests, send the recommendations out by e-mail to all committee members, and have everyone vote via e-mail.

A motion was made by Christina Taylor that a sub-committee be formed to review the Excellence Fund requests and recommendations be sent out to all Site-Based Committee members for their approval via e-mail.  

Motion seconded by Mily-Bett Llanos-Gremmillion.

A vote was taken and it passed unanimously.

The sub-committee to review the requests will be Becky Donald, Cathy Swofford, David Swofford, Kathy Gregg, and Christina Taylor.

A tentative date of March 8th has been set.    
Class Rank and GPA:
Becky ask the parents on the committee what they had been hearing about the possibility of doing away with class rank.

Cathy Swofford shared that Highland Park in Dallas has published a very detailed report on their decision to do away with class rank.  She felt that between the report and various parent e-mails that she has read, she sees pros and cons to both sides.

Shelly Kirkgard has heard many parents express their concern that their child would rank a lot higher if they attend a high school that is not as hard and challenging as Westwood.  Shelly ask what the “cons” of not having class rank would be.

Becky opened the floor to discussion between all of the members.  Everyone agreed that a student receives a quality education at Westwood, but it is very competitive.

Becky reminded everyone that the rules of Class Rank and GPA are a district policy, not a campus policy.

Becky shared that she will be discussing Class Rank and GPA issues at the next PTSA meeting to make sure everyone know that they are being heard and the issue is being addressed.

If there are any changes, it would not be until the 2011-2012 school year.  
More information to come as the district does research throughout the year.  They are just starting dialogue as to what the process will look like. 
Update on Construction:
Becky Donald presented an update on current construction and had plans available for members to review.
Construction is currently focused on building the new small gym.  Construction is a little behind due to weather conditions.  The new gym is scheduled to be complete this coming August.

In May, as school is drawing to an end, everything will have to be moved out of the current small gym and dressing rooms so it can be prepped to begin work on transitioning it into the new cafeteria.    The estimated completion date for the new cafeteria is January of 2011.
This will be the first interior construction to take place during school hours.  All construction up to this point has been outside.  It is Bartlett-Cocke’s goal to get the noisiest work done in the summer.

Becky shared with the committee that our construction company, Bartlett-Cocke, puts the safety of students as their first priority and they are fulfilling that goal. 

The engineers of our construction project, O’Connell Robertson, will be putting out a newsletter soon sharing various updates on the phases of construction and where we are at this time.

Westwood will be closed to all extra activities for the next couple of years due to construction.

Other Good Stuff:
There is a lot of school spirit taking place in the various organizations throughout Westwood.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
