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Principalõs Corner 
Mrs. Sharon Wilkes 

 

  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Thanks for working so hard to help the car rider system work efficiently 

and smoothly!   It is very helpful to have  your childõs name and grade 

level placard on your dashboard of your car. This really helps us!   If you 

need one, please call the front office and we will send one home with 

your child.  

Please remember that the use of cell phones, either talking on them or  

texting on them, is now illegal in school zones.   Not only is this unsafe for 

our kids, but this can result in a fine of up to $200! The warning signs 

have been posted by the city on our school zone signs.   I don't want 

anyone to get hurt, nor do I want a ny of you to have to pay this fine! :)    

Most of you are remembering this already! Thanks for helping us keep 

everyone safe! 

 

Upcoming Important Dates 
October 6:  PTA meeting and Reading Under the Stars 6:15 p.m.  
October 8:  Individual Picture Day ð please dress accordingly 
October 30:  Book Character Dress Up Day 
November 11:  Early Release 12:45 p.m. 
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Youõre Invited! 
 
In celebration of Education Go Get It Week, the Guidance and Counseling Department of Round Rock 
ISD is sponsoring a Career and College Awareness Night for elementary and middle school students and 
parents.  Community volunteers will be available to speak with students and answer questions about 
local companies and organizations.  Volunteers will share information about their careers and the type 
of education needed to be successful in their chosen profession.   

 
In addition, there will be break -out sessions for parents on Early College Start, Saving for College and 
Future Forward presented by knowledgeable experts.  All break -out sessions will be repeated twice: 
5:30 PM and 6:15.  We hope you will join us for an opportunity to support our students in pursui t of 
their future dreams.  

 
Breakout sessions  
Session A: Dr. Melissa Richardson from ACC 

 Early College Start -earning tuition free college credit in high school  
Session B:  Angela Clements from Princeton Review 

Future Forward, Looking at the college process  
Session C:  Brian Sunshine from Nel Net 

Saving for College, Texas Tomorrow Fund 
Session D: Dave Schwartz from Texas A &M  

Getting our kids on track for college  
 
DATE:  October 8, 2009 
TIME:  5:00 PM- 7:00 PM 
PLACE: Walsh Middle School 
Directions:  I -35, exit west onto 3406.  Follow 3406 which will become Sam Bass Rd.  Turn right onto 
Walsh Ranch Rd.  Please park in the lot behind the school.
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Welcome Back Old Town Texans!!!  
 

Your childõs teacher has been 
working exceptionally hard to 

prepare for yet another exemplary 
school year!  I am looking forward to 

all of the learning fun and excitement 
this year will hold. As you may 

already know, our theme this year is 
òGoing the Distance.ó I am excited 

about the distance we will travel this 
year to see your child achieve 

success!  

--Mrs. Mercer  

 
 

 

T ease Your Brain!  

 

 
 

 

Why is it against the law for a man 
living in North Carolina to be buried 

in South Carolina? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer: 

A river!  

 

 

 

 

On Homeworké 
 

The purpose for homework is to provide 

students the opportunity to deepen their 

understanding of-and proficiency with-the 

content they are learning. It varies by 

grade level and the amount of parental 

involvement required should be minimal.  
 

At times, students may be asked to 

complete a project at home. Allowing your 

child to make most of the decisions when it 

comes to the projectôs outcomes will help 

your child develop a greater sense of 

responsibility, ownership to his/her 

learning, and also promote independent 

thinking. 
 

It is okay to check over your childôs 

homework for accuracy, but try to avoid 

correcting the work for him/her. If your 

child appears to be struggling with a 

particular homework assignment, you may 

need to send a note to your childôs teacher 

explaining his/her level of frustration.  
 

Remember, homework is designed to 

reinforce previously explored concepts, 

assist children in developing good study 

habits, encourage children to work 

independently, and promote self-discipline 

and responsibility.  
 

Finally, parents can promote a positive 

attitude toward homework by establishing 

routines, rewarding effort, and  

celebrating success! 

 

 
 

 

 
Techno Splash! 
 

 

 
 

 

7ÅÂÓÉÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÔÈȣ 
 

www.brainybetty.com 
 

http://brainconnection.positscience.com/teasers/ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Mercer Minute 
October 2009 

 

 

FALL IS IN THE AIR 

 
During the month of October, you will have a great 
opportunity to conference with your childôs 

teacher about his/her progress here at OTE. Here 
are some suggestions that may help you get the 

most of your conference: 
ƻTalk with your child about school, and take a 

moment to list any questions/concerns you would 
like to discuss. ƻArrive at the conference on time 

or a few minutes early so you are not feeling 
rushed. Your childôs teacher is looking forward to 

sharing your childôs progress with you!   

--Mrs. Mercer 

 
 

 

T ease Your Brain!  

 

 

 
What can run but never walks, has a mouth 

but never talks, has a head but never weeps, 
and has a bed but never sleeps?? 

http://www.brainybetty.com/
http://brainconnection.positscience.com/teasers/
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PTA Presidentõs Corner 
Ms. Jenny Ortiz 
 

Dear OTE Parents, 
 

Let me start off by saying thank you for all that you have given to the school and the PTA this past 
month.  The families of Old Town Elementary have given of their time and money this past month and 
have committed to continue giving of their time for the rest of the school year.  The PTA budget 
includes a special budget called the OTE Excellence fund that allows the school to spend at their own 
discretion.  This budget is equal to 30% of the funds raised by the òThe Fill the Bootó Donation Drive.  
Last year this budget was used to provide additional tutors for our children and to provide other 
supplies and staff training.  
 

One of the goals this year is to make the Old Town Literacy Library one of the exemplary ones in the 
district.  This will give our dedic ated teachers the tools they need to bring exceptional, up -to-date, 
and engaging reading programs to our children.  The PTA has allocated $6800 of its budget to purchase 
the needed literature for the class sets that the Literacy Library makes available for  teachers to check 
out.  The class sets will cover both fiction and non -fiction and all grade levels.     
 

So please let me encourage each family to continue to give generously to the children with your TIME.  
Parent involvement is the key to the success o f our children and their education.   We can do some 
wonderful things with the dollars donated, but the parents, teachers and especially the kids make the 
heart and soul of the Old Town Elementary Texans spirit.  Go TEXANS.   
 

Sincerely, 
Jenny Ortiz  
733-8086 
 

Volunteers still needed!   
 Ms. Nancy Clements 
 

We are still in need of volunteers for Math 
Pentathlon to play math games with our 
wonderful students here at Old Town.  Time 
commitments vary from 30 to 45 minutes weekly 
or bi -weekly depending on the grade level, 
teacher and your availability.   You do not have 
to be ògood at mathó in order to teach Math 
Pentathlon games.  They are very user friendly.  
We provide training with detailed lesson plans 
along with a timeline so that you are  never at a 
loss as to what comes next.  If your studentõs 
class has Math Pentathlon volunteers, consider 
taking on another class that is short on 
volunteers and be prepared to have fun.  
 

We are also trying to put together an afterschool 
club for the expre ss purpose of going to Math 
Pentathlon competition in the spring.  We will 
need parent volunteers for that as well, so if 
you canõt volunteer during the day we have 
other opportunities for you to be involved.  Feel 
free to contact me with any questions: 
nancy@clementsclan.com or 512-280-4079 

Please remember toé 
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A Note from the Clinic  
Ms. Pam Palmer  
 

October is upon us and with it the start of flu season.  To help protect the Old 
Town Elementary community PTA is hosting a flu vaccine clinic.  The vaccine 
clinic is open to the community so share this information with your neighbors.  
Adults and children  age 4 and older will be able to obtain a flu vaccine, shot 
or mist, on Friday, Oct 2 from 9:00am to 9:00pm.  The cost is $25 for the shot 
and $30 for the mist and a portion of the fee is donated back to the Old Town 
Elementary PTA.  There is a link on the  Old Town Elementary Home Page to 
schedule your vaccine.   
 

Tips to help determine if you have the flu or a cold:  
 
1. Fever ð rare with a cold, often accompanies the flu  (usually higher than 100 degrees for 3 -4 days) 

2. Aches ð typically slight body aches with a  cold, severe with the flu  

3. Chills ð uncommon with a cold, very common with the flu, 60% of flu cases include chills as a 

symptom. 

4. Tiredness ð fairly mild with a cold, usually moderate to severe with the flu.  

5. Sudden symptoms ð cold symptoms usually develop over several days, flu symptoms typically 

develop more rapidly, 3 -6 hours. 

6. Cough ð hacking/productive with a cold, non -productive/dry with the flu.  

7. Sneezing ð common with a cold, uncommon with the flu.  

8. Stuffy nose ð usually accompanies a cold, not common w ith the flu.  

9. Sore throat ð usually accompanies a cold, not common with the flu.  

10. Chest discomfort ð often mild to moderate with a cold, typically severe with the flu.  

11. Headache ð fairly uncommon with a cold, 

presents in 80% of flu cases. 

Remember get your fl u vaccine and WASH YOUR 
HANDS! WASH YOUR HANDS! WASH YOUR HANDS! 
Nurse Pam

  

http://www.redonionmarket.com
mailto:billy@wilkeselectric.com

